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The mission of Sioux Center Christian School is to disciple God's children by equipping them with a knowledge and understanding of Christ and His creation
so that they can obediently serve God and others as they work and play.
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While serving in a Christian school in California 30 years ago, | was asked by a mother when she could expect
the cost of Christian education to go down. My response was rather blunt when | stated, “That will never
happen.” She looked at me quite appalled, and then she replied by exclaiming, “Well, tuition can’t just keep

'Il

going up!

Because she and her husband were farmers (they had a sizable walnut grove), | turned to her and inquired
why they paid more every year for the walnut harvester (tree shakers) and processing the walnuts through
the dehydrator plant. Her response, “But that's different.”

I've never understood what was so different between the increased cost of raising walnuts and the rising
costs of providing a Christian education for our children. Your local Christian school boards are all
embroiled in the same discussion as our board at this time of the year as they construct a budget for the
upcoming school year.

Between 75 and 80 percent of most school budgets consist of wages and benefits for school personnel.
Every year each person’s position is carefully scrutinized and evaluated in an effort to control costs within
the Christian school budget. More often than not, as schools look to improve what they offer students and
as student needs become increasingly diverse, boards find themselves increasing the salary line item of the
school budget.

The SCCS board is currently crunching numbers to devise a budget that includes substantial increases in
costs for health insurance and pension, adding a position so that we can be in a better position to enroll
students with more significant needs, and allotting sufficient funds to provide our students with the
technology necessary in today’s learning environment. At the same time, the board realizes that we are
approaching the $5,000 mark for tuition for one child in school.

Will the cost of Christian education continue to rise? Absolutely. Teaching our children a biblical worldview
comes with a cost. At SCCS we strive daily to integrate core biblical principles like attitudes, beliefs,
convictions, values, and opinions into meaningful responses to the challenges and opportunities of life.
Realizing that a person’s worldview needs early nurturing makes me wonder if | should ever question the
cost of Christian education. Incidentally, 30 years later, the walnut harvesters are still raising their prices.

In His service, Harlan De Vries

Asbestos Information Nondiscrimination Policy

In compliance with regulations of the Environmental Protection Sioux Center Christian School does not discrim-
Agency (EPA) and Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act inate on the basis of race, color, or national or
(AHERA), an inspection of our school building for asbestos- ethnic origin in the administration of its educa-
containing building materials was performed in June, 2016. tional policies, admission policies, scholarships
The findings of the inspection and asbestos plans are on file in and loan programs, if any exist, and athletic or
the school office for your review. other school administered programs.
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Save the
Dates!

The SCCS
musical theater
production of
The Lion King Jr.
will be
performed on
Friday, April 7

and Saturday,
April 8. More
information will

follow.

UPDATE FROM THE LEGACY TEAM §“ E

Happy New Year from the SCCS Legacy Team! Through December 2016, we
have raised 99% of our year-to-date (5-month) goal of $550,000 through
generous gifts from our many supporting churches and friends and family of
SCCS. This puts us closer to our annual goal of $1.32 million. Thank you for
your continued support of Christian education!

If you're new to the Legacy Plan, feel free to watch the video which describes
the history and vision of community support for Christian education. As we
carry on our early community leaders’ vision of a church-supported Christian
school, we recognize the challenges of a growing diversity. What a blessing to
have a vibrant and diverse community of different Bible-believing Christians!
Our desire as we look to strengthen our Christian bonds is to continue to act
even more as one community of believers with a common goal: equipping
future generations for kingdom service. We pray this may happen through
prayer, sharing of spiritual gifts, and spreading the cost of Christian education.

Check out the video at http://bit.ly/2jsiV50.

&P ScCS CHRISTMAS PROJECT

Megan Haan, Kindergarten Teacher

During the past Christmas season, the students
of SCCS had a chance to live out God'’s story.
Each classroom was given a small amount of
money provided by a donor. The challenge was
to use that money to provide a service for real
people with real needs. Teachers guided their
students to come up with a way to touch the ;
lives of others by using skills and concepts they
were learning in the classroom. Some grade
levels chose to get together for their projects,
and some chose to do it on their own, but no
matter what was done, each student was able to
touch the lives of others. From making
bookmarks for the residents at the Regency to
caroling at Dordt College to collecting hygiene
items for an orphanage in Haiti, the love of Jesus
spilled out of the hearts of our students. '

Check out a video summary here:
http://bit.ly/2iU6izi
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THANK YOU to
those of you who
contributed to the
Northwest lowa
Christian Schools
Tuition Organization.
All member schools
of NICSTO reached
their goal. Your gen-
erous contributions
to make Christian
education affordable
are greatly
appreciated!
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SAVE THE DATE! Our 3 Annual Trail’'Raiser Night will be held Saturday, April 22, at Sioux Center Christian
School. We are excited to announce that this is a Game Show year, and we will be playing SURVIVOR! We're
going to be searching for contestants of all ages...from 7%/8" grade, high school, and college students to
parents, teachers, and grandparents! Watch for School Survivor Try-Out notices coming in March! Who will
be the ultimate School Survivor?

Trail’Raiser Night 2017 will also include our famous Gourmet Cupcake Stand, Silent Auction, Crafts and
Baked Goods Market, Freewill Supper, and Concession Stand. Our students will be designing another useful
craft you're going to love...watch for order forms coming in March.

Last year, Trail'Raiser Night raised $165,000, with $110,000 paying off debt on the new addition and $55,000
to enhance school technology. We are SO THANKFUL to God for His generous provision through you! This
year all of the funds raised will go towards the building debt. May He bless every aspect of this event!
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CONSIDER JOINING THEL,000
BLESSINGS CAMPAIGN

We have been incredibly blessed by the generosity of many, many donors to our new building addition. And
we are so thankful for that! The school has received over $5.3 million in donations and pledges toward
providing a functional learning space that helps us in meeting our mission of discipling God’s kids. Thank
you for your support of SCCS both today and in the past.

Now we need your help as we look toward the future. The board of trustees is intent on paying off the debt
as soon as possible and invites all school supporters to participate. We're launching a new campaign/
initiative that, with everyone’s participation, will clear our debt on the new addition within three

years. Through the 1,000 Blessings Campaign, if we all give a little, our collective efforts end up giving a lot.

Would you consider joining us in this effort so we can continue to move forward on paying off our

debt? Every blessing is vital! To learn more about the campaign and to participate, head to
http://www.siouxcenterchristian.com/support/thousandblessings.cfm, and please watch for information
through church mailboxes and emails.

“...ifwe all give a little, our collective efforts

Our goal is to have all commitments in by February 17. . "
end up giving a lot.

We hope you will consider joining us in this endeavor
so that we can pay off our debt quickly and continue moving forward at SCCS. In faith, we began. In faith,
we move forward!
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5™ GRADE WRITING CELEBRATION

Rachel Vanden Hull,'5Grade Teacher

NORTHWEST IOWA HONOR ORCHESTRA
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